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LENDING A HAND 



PHOTOS BY BILL HUSA - ENTERPRISE-RECORD 


Lain Hensley, Founder of Odyssey Teams, teaches Pleasant Valley and Chico High school students enrolled in the medical 
pathway how to build articulated hands to be donated to children in need. 


Students build articulating 
hands for people in need 



Left to right, Tierra Friemoth, Flynn Davis and Taylor Hensley 
Wednesday assemble an articulated hand using only one 
hand each, to give them some perspective on the project. 


By Dani Anguiano 

danguiano@chicoer.com 
@Dani_Anguiano on Twitter 

chico » Local high school 
students taking medical 
career courses teamed up 
Wednesday to give a hand 
to children in need around 
the world. 

About 80 Pleasant Valley 
and Chico High seniors on 
Wednesday spent the day 
learning how to work with 
one another to huild articu¬ 
lated hands that will he do¬ 
nated through a partnership 
with local company, Odys¬ 
sey Teams. 

The students, all enrolled 
in the schools’ medical path¬ 
way program, worked to¬ 
gether at Chico High to 
complete the project and 
gain skills they will need 
in their future medical ca¬ 
reers. 

The exercise offered 
hands-on experience, a key 
component of career tech¬ 
nical education courses at 


the schools, which seek to 
expose students to oppor¬ 
tunities and prepare them 
for “high-wage, high-skill 
and high-demand careers.” 

“This is something they 
can do today to help some¬ 
body,” career technical ed¬ 
ucation teacher Melanie 
Castillo said. “It makes it 
real for them. They have to 
work with somebody they 
don’t know and learn how 
to work together and huild 
this to help somebody else.” 

The students needed to 
work together to complete 
the project, Castillo said. 
The goal was for students 
to put the schools’ rivalry 
aside and learn how to col¬ 
laborate to do something 
positive for someone else. 

That resonated with stu¬ 
dents, including PV High se¬ 
nior Brooklynn Potter, who 
said she enjoyed working 
with Chico High students. 

“I like that it’s both 
schools. I had no clue who 
these two ladies were, but 


we’re all working together 
and cooperating really well 
to build this,” Potter said. 

Her teammate, Chico 
High student Leslie Perez, 
added, “They say we’re ri¬ 
vals, hut I don’t see it when 
we’re united. We all have the 
same goal.” 

The students spent the 
morning working on team¬ 
building exercises to bring 
them out of their shells and 
make them more comfort¬ 
able, CTE adviser Anita 
Homesley said, before join¬ 


ing teams to assemble the 
articulated hands. 

Part of the assignment 
required students use only 
one hand while putting the 
articulated hand together, 
so that they could get an 
idea, just for a short time, 
of what it’s like to be an am¬ 
putee. 

“You’re going to know 
what it feels like to have to 
have one hand, for an hour,” 
Odyssey Teams coowner 
and workshop facilitator 
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SCHOOL SHOOTING 

Would tough firearm laws have limited the carnage? 


By John Woolf oik 

Bay Area News Group 

In the wake of the deadli¬ 
est high school shooting U.S. 
history, the nation divided 
once again over Americans’ 
access to firearms, as gun- 
control advocates and foes 
disputed whether tougher 
laws across the country like 
those already enacted in Cal¬ 
ifornia would have made a 
difference. 

Would stricter gun laws 
have saved lives in Bro¬ 
ward County, Florida, where 
on Wednesday a disturbed 
19-year-old former student 
with an AR-15 rifle allegedly 
killed 17 students and staff 
members? While President 


Donald Trump spoke for “a 
nation in grief” on Thurs¬ 
day, he avoided any mention 
of the assault-style weapon 
alleged shooter Nikolas 
Cruz used to carry out the 
country’s latest mass shoot¬ 
ing and instead focused on 
“the difficult issue of mental 
health.” 

“Later this month, I will 
be meeting with the na¬ 
tion’s governors and attor¬ 
ney generals, where making 
our schools and our children 
safer will be our top priority,” 
Trump said. “It is not enough 
to simply take actions that 
make us feel like we are mak¬ 
ing a difference. We must ac¬ 
tually make that difference.” 

The president’s speech 


did little to defuse the gun- 
control debate, as Demo¬ 
crats renewed their demand 
for tougher laws while gun 
rights advocates raised skep¬ 
ticism, arguing the focus 
should he on stopping crim¬ 
inals and the mentally dis¬ 
turbed rather than restrict¬ 
ing access to weapons. 

“The banning of the fire¬ 
arms used in the commis¬ 
sion of crimes will not stop 
the commission of crimes 
by criminals or people who 
are mentally disturbed,” said 
Sam Paredes executive direc¬ 
tor of Gun Owners of Califor¬ 
nia. “As long as the focus is 
on guns and not on the in¬ 
dividuals who commit these 
crimes, these crimes are go¬ 


ing to continue to happen.” 

But gun control advocates 
like Amanda Wilcox, legisla¬ 
tive advocate for the Califor¬ 
nia Chapters of the Brady 
Campaign, said California- 
style laws would have not 
only limited the deadliness 
of the shooter’s gun hut pro¬ 
vided extra measures to dis¬ 
arm him before he set off on 
his rampage. 

“One is preventing shoot¬ 
ing in first place,” Wilcox 
said. “The other is decreas¬ 
ing the lethality within a spe¬ 
cific incident.” 

State laws 

Florida, has no state re¬ 
strictions on assault weap- 

SHOOTING » PAGE 4 


Officials 
invited 
to tour 
Oroville 

Gallagher arranges for 
colleagues to see dam, 
meet community members 

By Risa Johnson 

rjohnson@chicoer.com 
@risamjohnson on Twitter 

oroville » Assemblyman James Gallagher 
rounded up a group of bipartisan legislators to 
visit Oroville on Thursday, where they met with 
community members and toured the now-infa¬ 
mous dam. 

Representatives of districts ranging from south¬ 
ern to northern California came to better under¬ 
stand the place where the evacuation of about 
188,000 people occurred just over a year ago. They 
said they wanted to educate themselves about the 
dam — what happened during the crisis, the re¬ 
pairs now being done and other outstanding issues 
— and also just see what the community is like. 

Gallagher, R-Yuha City, said the purpose of the 
trip was to give his fellow legislators a chance to 
talk with locals and see what was going on in Oro¬ 
ville, outside of the crisis. He highlighted the area’s 
agricultural and manufacturing industries and a 
growing downtown in Oroville. 

“Before this whole thing happened that put Oro¬ 
ville in the national and international news media, 
(people) were doing amazing things in this com¬ 
munity,” Gallagher said. “Look, we don’t want this 
disaster to define us.” 

On the flip side, residents needed a hand up, he 
said. He said the community needed to see change 
in how the dam was operated and a shift in culture 


GOVERNMENT 

Cohasset Road 
work among 
city projects 


By Laura Urseny 

lurseny@chicoer.com 
@LauraUrseny on Twitter 

chico » Improvements on Cohasset Road, north 
of East Avenue, will get started this spring and 
hopefully he done by the end of summer, accord¬ 
ing to city officials Thursday. 

An update on Cohasset was among the Chico 
projects mentioned during the quarterly Com¬ 
munity Development update, sponsored by the 
Chico Chamber, the city and Valley Contractors 
Exchange. 

The number of building permits was up by 
about 10 percent, compared to last year, although 
the valuation was lower. 

Regarding roads, it looks like Cohasset Road 
improvements are on track, according to Public 
Works Director/Engineering Brendan Ottobani. 
Bids were expected to be opened Thursday, with 
the $1.3 million project to be awarded and work 
started over the next couple of months. The stretch 
between East Avenue and Eaton Road should he 

PROJECTS » PAGE 4 


FORMER STUDENT 

Suspect confessed to 
Florida school attack 

A teenager accused of using a 
rifle to kill 17people at a high 
school confessed to carrying 
out the shootings, page c 6 



public safety 

Be on the lookout for 
Butte’s most wanted 

Local law enforcement agen¬ 
cies are asking for the public's 
help in finding these wanted 
individuals. pagea 2 
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Dow Jones 

25,200.37 (+306.88) 

S&P500 

2731.20 (+32.57) 


71 


Nasdaq 

7256.43 (+112.82) 


GOOD MORNING! 

Have a great day, subscriber 
Guy Nagy. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

Check out what’s going on in 
your neighborhood and the 
community. pagec 2 
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